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JOSEPH AS IDEAL PERSON IN YUSUF U ZULEYHA/ZELIHA MASNAVIES 
Abstract  
In classical Turkish literature, the works describing the lives of prophets are called as 

as - -
life or personal characteristics of the Prophets Muhammad were described. Besides, the life of 
Joseph was centered and various works were written. In general, these works were written 
with titles such as Yusuf u ZUleyha or Yusuf u Zeliha. Although it is considered that Yusuf 
was a prophet, it had been benefited from various sources in a fiction. In our classical 
literat



sometimes prose. These texts became quite popular. Apart from these texts,  it is seen that the 
issues related to the adventure of Joseph are mentioned in the divans or various works. In such 

 
In the works written about Joseph, there is reference to the information about his 

prophethood and his life in the Islamic sources, especially the Qur'an and the hadiths. 
However, we must say that in the mesnevi, Yusuf is accepted as a human being above all. 

mesnevi this feature draws much attention. She was described as an ideal person in her 

prison and with behaviour in the Egyptian palace.  Joseph; his approach to events, his ability 
to produce solutions, his will to cope with the problems he faces, his personality and character 
traits that an ideal person should possess, especially patience and trust, are sometimes 
presented in direct expressions and sometimes between the lines. In our paper, the idealization 

erson will be tried to be revealed. 
Keywords: Classical Turkish Literature, Joseph, Yusuf u Zuleyha, Masnavi, Ideal 

Person. 
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